THE    GREAT    TUDORS

the way perfectly clear for Latimer without vain-glory to
follow, " Bilney, little Bilney, that blessed martyr of God,"
as he had used to speak of him during the reign of Edward
VI. He did so with commendable fortitude, and he was
more fortunate than his fellow heretic, Dr. Ridley. Kindly
ladies used to supply gunpowder to speed the end, as during
the war they gave cigarettes to German captives. Latimer
had barely uttered the words, " Be of good comfort, Master
Ridley, and play the man. We shall this day light such a
candle, by God's grace, in England, as I trust shall never be
put out/5 when the keg under his faggots exploded.
Dr. Ridley's powder was damp.
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